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Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo 
 

Toribio Alfonso de Mogrovejo (Turibius) was born 
of noble parents in the town of Mayorga, 
northwest Spain. He was named after a local 
fifth-century bishop and saint. Turibius was a 
devout child. He had a strong devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, prayed to her daily, and 
fasted every Saturday in her honor. He had a 
heart for the poor and was generous in caring for 
them. When Turibius was twelve, he was sent to 
study humanities in Valladolid and was later sent 
to the University of Salamanca to study law. 
Turibius’ brilliance quickly became known and caught the attention 
of King Phillip II, who appointed him as the Grand Inquisitor in 
Granada in 1571. He was only thirty-three and held that post for 
five years. 

 

The miracles of saint Turibius 

 

Macate is a region of Peru 

northwest of Lima. It’s said the 

people of the region were crying 

out that they would have to 

migrate because the local river had 

dried up. St. Turibius walked into 

the riverbed, blessed and struck the 

rock and, in front of both Spanish 

and indigenous witnesses, water 

began gushing out in the form of a 

cross.  


