
 Our Lady of Tears (1935) 
Also known as the Weeping Madonna of Syracuse, 

this plaster hanging wall plaque depicts the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary in the style of the 1950’s. 

Like many others just like it, it was mass-produced in 

a factory in Tuscany and shipped to various locations 

throughout the world. 

This particular plaque of Our Lady of Tears was 

purchased for a wedding gift for a couple who wed on 

March 21st, 1953. The couple, Angelo and Antonian 

Iannuso, would later admit that they were not devout, 

but they liked the plaque and placed it on the wall over 

their bed. Antonian soon became pregnant, but the 

happy couple soon learned that the pregnancy caused 

Antonian to suffer from toxemia that caused frequent 

convulsions and even temporary blindness. 

On the morning of 29 August, 1953, Antonian awoke 

to find that her sight had been restored. 

“I opened my eyes and stared at the image of the 

Madonna above the bedhead. To my great amazement 

I saw that the effigy was weeping. I called my sister-in-law Grazie and my aunt, Antonian 

Sgarlata, who came to my side, showing them the tears. At first they thought it was an 

hallucination due to my illness, but when I insisted, they went close up to the plaque and 

could well see that tears were really falling from the eyes of the Madonna, and that some 

tears ran down her cheeks onto the bedhead. Taken by fright they took it out the front door, 

calling the neighbours, and they too confirmed the phenomenon…” 

The plaque of Our Lady of Tears was publicly displayed, convincing even the skeptics of the 

prodigy as many of the sick were miraculously healed of their ailments. Some of the tears 

were collected for scientific examination, and the findings were “the liquid examined is 

shown to be made up of a watery solution of sodium chloride in which traces of protein and 

nuclei of a silver composition of excretiary substances of the quanternary type the same as 

found in the human secretions used as a comparison during the analysis. “The appearance, the 

alkalinity and the composition induce one to consider the liquid examined analogous to 

human tears.” The tears stopped four days later at 11:40 am. 

 

 


