Saint Casimir

Saint Casimir was born on October 3, 1458, the second son and third child
in the Polish royal family. King Casimir IV’s father had converted to
Catholicism from paganism and introduced Christianity to Lithuania.
Casimir had no desire for power, war, riches, or nobility. Father Dlugosz
had taught him well, and Casimir had fallen in love with his God and the
Blessed Virgin. He prayed frequently, often slept on the floor, engaged in
other penitential practices, spent entire nights meditating on the Passion of
our Lord, dressed simply, and desired to live a life of chastity. He was
charitable to the poor, manifested the virtues, and edified all who
encountered him. He especially had a deep devotion to our Blessed Mother
and each day sang an ancient hymn called, “Daily, Daily Sing to Mary.”
Worldly power, riches, and honors were all within the grasp of this young
prince, yet he chose the power, riches, and honors bestowed by the
heavenly King instead. His heart was filled with faith from a very early age
that only grew as he got older. Even after Casimir’s death, God used him to inspire
many. Ponder your own ambitions in life, and seek to imitate this young prince who
rejected the lies of this world, preferring only the eternal truths of the Kingdom of
God.

The miracles of Saint Casimir

After his death, devotion to Casimir quickly exploded. Many people prayed
to him, and many attributed miracles to his intercession. One notable
miracle took place in 1519 when the Lithuanian army was engaged in battle
with the Russians. It is said that Saint Casimir appeared to the Lithuanian
soldiers in a vision and directed them to a place where they could best
defend their city, which they successfully did.



