
Jesus in Bethsaida and Capharnaum 

Jesus left Nazareth to go to Bethsaida where He aimed at 

rousing some of the people by His teach-ing. The Blessed 

Virgin and His followers remained behind. During His stay in 

Nazareth, Jesus had stopped with His friends in His Mother’s 

house. But so much discontent and murmuring arose in the 

little town on His account that He resolved to go to Bethsaida 

for awhile, and return to Nazareth at some future time. He 

was accompanied by Amendor, the son of Veronica; a son of 

one of the three widowed relatives of Jesus, whose name 

sounds like Sirach; and one of Peter’s relatives known later as 

one of the disciples. 

 

At Bethsaida, Jesus taught very forcibly in the synagogue on the Sabbath. He 

told His hearers that they should now enter into themselves, repair to the 

baptism of John, and purify themselves by penance; otherwise a time would 

come when they would cry There were many people in the synagogue, but 

none of the future Apostles, excepting, I think, Philip. The others, belonging 

to Bethsaida and the country around, were celebrating the Sabbath 

elsewhere. They were in a house near the fishery in the neighborhood of 

Capharnaum. During this preaching of Jesus, I prayed that the people would 

go to the baptism of John and be truly converted. Thereupon I had a vision in 

which I saw that John was the who washed from the people their rawness, 

their coarseness. I saw him working so actively, so vigorously, preaching so 

vehemently that his camel skin slipped from shoulder to shoulder. This, I 

think, was merely symbolical, for at the same time I saw something like scales 

falling from some of the newly baptized, black vapors issuing from others, 

and light, shining clouds descending upon others. 

In Capharnaum also Jesus taught in the school. Crowds came from all sides to 

hear Him, among them Peter, Andrew, and many others who had already 

been baptized by John. 

 

When Jesus left Capharnaum, I saw Him teaching two hours distant from the 

city toward the south. His hearers were numerous. He had with Him only the 

three disciples, for the future Apostles who had heard Him in Capharnaum 

had, without exchanging words with Him, gone again to the sea. Jesus spoke 



here also of John’s baptism and the fulfilled Promise. He then went on 

toward the south, teaching here and there, down to Lower Galilee in the 

direction of Samaria, and kept the Sabbath in a school between Nazareth and 

Sephoris. The holy women from Nazareth were present, also Peter’s wife and 

the wives of some others of the future Apostles. 

 

The place consisted of only a few houses and a school. It was separated from 

Anne’s former resi-dence by a field. Of the future Apostles, Peter, Andrew, 

James the Less, and Philip, all disciples of John, carne to hear Jesus. Philip 

belonged to Bethsaida; he was tolerably well educated, and was much 

engaged in writing. Jesus did not tarry long here. He took no meal, but only 

taught. The Apostles had, probably, celebrated the Sabbath in the 

neighborhood, for the Jews often visited other places on the Sabbath. Being 

informed of Jesus’ presence, they had come to hear Him. He had not yet 

spoken to any of them in particular. 


